
Nations, ‘races’, genes, and genomes 
in the 20th and 21st centuries

Tel Aviv University, Gilman Building, fourth floor, room 496

Day 1 - Sunday, October 30
9:15–10:00  Gadi Algazi, Minerva Institute for 
German History: Opening Words
Luc Berlivet & Snait Gissis: Themes and Aims of the 
Workshop 

The Middle East (2 sessions)
10:00–11:30 Elise Burton: National Races 
versus Genetic Diversity in Iran and Turkey
Liat Kozma: The Emergence of the Medical 
Profession in the Late Ottoman Middle East

11:30–11:45	 Coffee	break

11.45–13:30 Brief presentations: Israel
Dafna Hirsch: Race and Racialization in Early Zionism
Ari Barel: State and hospital as laboratories: 
biomedical research at Tel	Hashomer	Hospital in 
Israel
Discussion: The Uses of Genetics in the Middle East 
and their social and Medical Contexts

13:30–14:30 Lunch

Asia (3 sessions)
14:30–16:00 Ricardo Roque: Portuguese 
Colonial Sero-Anthropology meets Modern Genetics: 
Traces, Fragments, Clues
Yulia Egorova: Genetic Research and the 
Construction of Indian Minorities
16:00–17:30 Jaehwan Hyun: Entangled Genetic 
Histories and the Bionation Building of Japan and 
South Korea
Hallam Stevens: From HapMap to Yanhuang: race 
and genomics at BGI
17:30–17:45	 Coffee	break
17.45–19:30 Brief presentation: 
Tsipy Ivry: Structural Ethical Ambivalence: The 
Geneticization of Japanese Prenatal Care
Discussion: Genetics/genomics – their Colonial, 
Post-Colonial, Racial and National(ist) Uses in Asia

   Dinner

Day 2 - Monday, October 31 
Latin America (2 sessions)
9:00–11:15  Robert Wegner: A History of 
Eugenics in Latin America and Recent Genomics 
Research in Brazil
Ernesto Schwartz-Marin: Macondo & the Country 
of Regions: A Genetic Polyphony of Colombian 
Racialized Imaginaries
Carlos Lopez Beltran: Mestizo Dialectics: Distant/
proximate Imaginaries in Mexican Genomics

11:15–11:30	 Coffee	Break

11:30-13:15 Brief presentation: The Andes
Yael Mabat: Between Spirit and Body: Religious and 
Biomedical Encounters in the Andes
Discussion: National/Racial Uses of Genetics and 
Genomics in Latin America

13:15–14:15 Lunch

European Cases
14:15-15:45 Claude Olivier Doron: ‘Who is the 
Most European of Us All’? Occidentalism, White 
Supremacy, and the Counter-Knowledge on Race 
and Genetics
Veronika Lipphardt: Europe’s Roma People

15:45–16:00 Coffee	break

16:00–18:15 Tino Plümecke: Extended DNA-
Analysis in Germany and Switzerland and their 
Entanglements with Racializations and Racism
Luc Berlivet: On Gauls and Franks: Brief Comments 
on Human Genetics in France
Discussion: The European cases in light of the other 
regions
   Dinner

DAY 3 - Tuesday, November 1 

9:30–11:45  Concluding Session
Open Questions, Theory, Methodologies
Summing up


