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The Holocaust in American Culture

1IN IN9N-)P910 974

Though the Holocaust took place in Europe, it has had a distinctive impact on
American culture?in literature, film, television and politics. Likewise, American
culture continues to shape what the world thinks and feels about this European
catastrophe. In this course, we will read works by authors such as John Hersey,
Sylvia Plath, Hannah Arendt, Art Spiegelman, Philip Roth, Isaac Bashevis Singer
and Jonathan Safran Foer. Films by Alfred Hitchcock, Fred Zinnemann, Steven
Spielberg and Alan Pakula will open up questions about cinematic representation
and the politics of Hollywood. Special attention will also be devoted to the analysis
of video testimonies created in the United States.
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The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict - Two Points of View

Dr. Daphna Shraga



The course will examine selected international legal questions at the core of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. It will place the legal debate in a historical-political
context, and analyze the legal questions from two vantage points and two parallel,
competing national narratives - an Israeli and Palestinian. The legal questions
examined will include the origin and root causes of the conflict, the first Israeli-
Arab war of 1948 - the War of Independence for the Jews and the Nakba for the
Palestinians; the »birth” of the Palestinian refugee problem and the legal aspects of
the right of return”, the legal status of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (following
the 7disengagement”), the applicability of the laws of occupation and the Fourth
Geneva Convention, in particular, the legality of settlements under international
law, the right to self-determination, the Oslo Accords and the status of Palestine in
the United Nations.
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Nazi-Looted Art: Law and Provenance Research

NNNY DT PO 79199

For the first time in Israel, an academic course dedicated to the legal and historical
issues of Nazi-looted art will take place. The course is a collaboration between TAU
and University of Bonn, Germany. It will be attended by law, art-history and
humanities students from Tel-Aviv University as well as from the University of
Bonn in Germany.

Over 75 years have passed since the end of WWII and the issue of Nazi-looted art is
still very much present and even growing. Museums and private owners worldwide
and in Israel still hold artworks looted from Jews during the Holocaust which have
not yet been restituted. In 1998 the Washington Conference set up principles for the
restitution of artworks lost during the years 1933-1945. The course will review these
principles and how they are implemented (or not) in several countries. The course
will deal with two primary disciplines: provenance research and the legal
framework for restitution.



